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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

1-  But at this point, it’s pretty hard to hurt my ................... . Pve heard it all, and
P’m still here.
1) characterization 2) feelings
3) sentimentality 4) pain

2-  Be sure your child wears sunscreen whenever she’s ................... to the sun.
1) demonstrated 2) confronted 3) invulnerable 4) exposed

3-  Many of these popular best-sellers will soon become dated and .................. , and
will eventually go out of print.
1) irrelevant 2) permanent 3) fascinating 4) paramount

4-  The men who arrived in the ..................... of criminals were actually undercover
police officers.
1) uniform 2) job 3) guise 4) distance

5- Itwasmore .....ccoeeeeennennnne to take my meals in bed, where all I had to do was push
away my tray with its uneaten food and fall back upon my pillows.
1) haphazard 2) reckless 3) convenient 4) vigorous

6-  His victory sparked a rare wave of ...........c.c.ouu.e. in his home country. Nicaraguans
poured into the streets, honking car-horns and waving the national flag.
1) serendipity 2) tranquility 3) aspersion 4) euphoria

7-  He liked the ease and glitter of the life, and the luster .................... on him by
being a member of this group of rich and conspicuous people.
1) conferred 2) equivocated 3) attained 4) fabricated

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Roman education had its first “primary schools™ in the 3rd century BCE, but they
were not compulsory ................... (8) entirely on tuition fees. There were no
official schools in Rome, nor were there buildings used specifically for the
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purpose. Wealthy families .................... (9) private tutors to teach their children
at home, while less well-off children were taught in groups. Teaching conditions
for teachers could differ greatly. Tutors who taught in a wealthy family did so in
comfort and with facilities; .................... (10) been brought to Rome as slaves,
and they may have been highly educated.

1) which depending 2) and depended

3) for depended 4) that depended

1) have employed 2) employed

3) were employed 4) employing

1) some of these tutors could have 2) because of these tutors who have
3) that some of them could have 4) some of they should have

PART C: Reading Comprehension

11-

PASSAGE 1:

When Islam entered the sophisticated world of the Byzantine Empire, the works
of Plato and Aristotle were made available to them by virtue of Syriac translators
from Greek into Arabic. [1] Of the works of Plato it was the Republic which
offered a model for the role of reason in the formation of a new society, and al-
Farabi (875-950) articulated that model in his groundbreaking work Ideas of the

Inhabitants of the Virtuous City. [2] In that work of distinctly Neoplatonic cast,
the One is deemed to emanate all-that-is according to an order perfect in
conception, an order to be emulated by those responsible for ordering the perfect
society.

[3] A distinctively Islamic note was struck when the author insisted that those
responsible will be required to be prophets as well as philosophers, since the proper
place in the divine ordering needs to be able to be communicated to each person in
the society, and few of them will be able to follow the pattern of deductive reasoning
which comprises the original emanation. [4] None but prophets are able so to order
metaphor and image as to communicate the results of philosophical reasoning,
however. Indeed, it is Muhammad who offers the paradigm for a responsible and
wise ruler.

According to paragraph 1, which of the following works proposed a model for the
role of reason in the creation of a new society?

1) The Republic by Plato

2) The Republic by al-Farabi

3) Works by Syriac translators

4) “Ideas of the Inhabitants of the Virtuous City” by Syriac translators
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12-

13-

14-

15-

16-

17-

The names of all of the following philosophers are mentioned in the passage

EXCEPT .....ccocvvurvuenee .

1) Al-Farabi 2) Averroes 3) Plato 4) Aristotle

The word “groundbreaking” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ...........ce.uc....

1) brief 2) detailed 3) pioneering 4) phllosophlcal

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) Al-Farabi’s work Ideas of the Inhabitants of the Virtuous City is influenced by
one of Plato’s works.

2) The book known as the Republic is of a Neoplatonic cast and was translated by
al-Farabi from Greek into Arabic.

3) When Islam entered the Byzantine Empire, Syriac translators translated Islamic
sources from Arabic into Greek.

4) Prophets and saints are able to order metaphor and image as to communicate the
results of philosophical reasoning.

In which position marked by [1], [2], [3] or [4], can the following sentence best be

inserted in the passage?

It is the Qur’an, after all, which offers the paradigm of a text divinely revealed and

hence impeccably wise, yet cast in a language accessible to all, replete with images and

examples.

D [1] 2)[2] 3)[3] 4) [4]
PASSAGE 2:

An eminent academic authority on Islamic theology, Joseph van Ess, produced a
number of critical editions of theological texts, including treatises on the doctrines of
postponement (irja) and predestination (gadar). Van Ess sought to explore the
historical development of kalam as well as the origin of the dialectical technique
employed by Muslim theologians. According to him, the technique centered on a
presupposed dialogue with an opponent in which a defined question is presented to
flesh out a particular idea. The attendant response to this hypothetical question would
then prompt a further series of questions and answers until an opponent ‘is forced to
admit a consequence which contradicts his own thesis’, ultimately reducing him to

silence.

Van Ess was convinced that Christian influences had exercised a key role in the
inception of kalam and that converts from Christianity had served as conduits for
the transmission of dialectical methods. Previous research by Carl Heinrich Becker
had claimed that intense religious disputation among Christians and Muslims had
provided a pivotal locus for the infusion of the kalam technique, with the latter
having to master this vital polemical instrument.

The word “consequence” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ........ccceeueeeee.

1) treatise 2) result 3) technique 4) confesswn
According to paragraph 1, which of the following statements is true about Joseph van Ess?
1) He was a prominent scholar in the field of Islamic theology.

2) He authored a theological treatise on the doctrine of postponement (irja).

3) He intended to explore the historical roots of kalam in Judo-Christian traditions.
4) He sought to demonstrate that Islamic dialectical techniques preceded Christian ones.
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18- The word “the latter” in paragraph 2 refers to ........cceueeeee. .
1) Christians 2) Muslims
3) kalam technique 4) Carl Heinrich Becker

19-

20-

21-

22-

23-

Paragraph 2 mainly discusses ........ccceeurreee.

1) a comparison between dialectical methods in Islamic and Christian traditions

2) the theological disputes which kalam, as a dialectical method, sought to settle

3) the difference between the inception and infusion of kalam

4) the influence of Christianity/the Christians on kalam

The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following

questions?

I. In which one of his works did Carl Heinrich Becker refer to the significance of
religious disputation among Christians and Muslims?

I1. In which academic institution did Joseph van Ess present his findings?

I11. How was the dialectical technique, employed by Muslim theologians, practiced?

1) I and II 2) I and III 3) Only II 4) Only III

PASSAGE 3:

When Greek logic first entered the Islamic world it was treated by many thinkers
with suspicion as a foreign interloper. Logic sees itself as the most abstract
theoretical vehicle for analysis, and although it may take the form of language, it
actually regards itself as the deep structure of that language. [ 1] Natural language
has as its framework logic, and to understand language fully we need to understand
logic first. Al-Farabi, perhaps the most influential of all the mashsha’i thinkers,
presented this argument time and time again. [2]

Some thinkers opposed the introduction of logic into Islamic culture since they saw
it as setting up an alternative system of explanation to the Islamic sciences (grammar,
jurisprudence, theology etc.) and so subtly challenging the universality and self-
sufficiency of Islam itself. [3] This radical critique of logic obviously had a good deal
of support, and an influential group of thinkers remained hostile to any theoretical
machinery which could not display genuine Islamic credentials.

Yet there was also an influential group who supported logic at the expense of
philosophy. [4] An important thinker within this tradition is Al-Ghazali, who
strenuously opposed many aspects of philosophy on both religious and intellectual
grounds, and yet who insisted nonetheless that the sort of logic which the philosophers
pursued was valuable in itself and not to be ignored.

According to paragraph 1, which of the following words best describes the initial
reaction of many Muslim thinkers after the introduction of logic into the Islamic
world?

1) Surprise 2) Support

3) Suspicion 4) Disregarding

The word “it” in paragraph 1 refers to ......cceceeeeervecenes

1) vehicle 2) analyls

3) logic 4) language

All of the following names are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT ..........ccccceeeeuueee. .
1) Plato 2) Al-Ghazali

3) Al-Farabi 4) Mashsha’i
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24- According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?
1) Grammar, jurisprudence and theology are among the Islamic sciences.
2) There was an influential group within the Islamic world who in a way supported
logic.
3) According to Al-Farabi, understanding the language precedes a complete
understanding of logic.
4) Some thinkers opposed the introduction of logic into Islamic culture as they
considered it a competing force that could challenge the self-sufficiency of Islam.
25- In which position marked by [1], [2], [3] or [4], can the following sentence best be
inserted in the passage?
That is, they argued that logic could be cleansed as it were of its philosophical
associations and used entirely neutrally in order to express more perspicuously the
truths which are otherwise available through religion.

D [1] 2) 2] 3) [3] 4) [4]
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